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The Hwang Woo Suk scandal in the field of stem cell research reminded us of ethical consideration in research and publication. The scandal, in which fabricated papers and unethical donation of human oocytes were the main issues, had a large social impact worldwide, as well as in Korea. It was quite a shock to scientific society in Korea, as there had been efforts to establish ethical guidelines in the research field even before the scandal. The Korean Association of Institutional Review Boards (KAIRB) was founded in March 2002 under the auspices of the Korean Academy of Medical Sciences to bring the level of Korean IRBs up to the international standard. The Bioethics and Biosafety Act of 2003 was put into effect at the beginning of 2005 [1] , even though some researchers thought that ethical guidelines were a barrier to the development of science [2] . These actions resulted in an establishment of guidelines for ethics in research and publication in many fields. One of the guidelines, "Good Publication Practice Guidelines for Medical Journals, " issued in 2008 [3] , was also adopted as part of Health Informatics Research (HIR)'s ethics guidelines.
In the field of healthcare informatics research, the HIR editorial board aims to publish high quality articles without any ethical problems. Recently, HIR editors have decided to review the HIR author's submission guidelines, including aspects of the ethical view. HIR also held a session for publication ethics in a 2011 annual symposium with two invited specialists, Chang Gok Hahm (Chung-Ang University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea) and Eun Sung Hwang (University of Seoul, Seoul, Korea) . Based on discussions about the ethics surrounding the review of submitted articles, an 'Ethical Considerations' section was introduced into the http://dx.doi.org/10.4258/hir.2012.18.1.1 www.e-hir.org Eun-Young Kim lication practices and to pursue a high quality journal. We also look forward to HIR members' efforts, as this journal is a collaboration, a result of all HIR members' endeavors and concerns.
